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A Tent City 4 resident waits as Bob Stanbary, right, prepares a baked potato for him. Leslie Scholfield, middle,
and Courtney Fisher also help serve dinner at the homeless camp last month.

Life in Tent City

A nomadic shelter thatplans to pitch camp in Bothell will put city’s perm:mng rules to the test

he city of Bothell was caught off
I guard when the Tent City 4
homeless encampment moved to

5t. Brendan Cathelic Church in 2004.

As a result, the City Council organ-
ized the Transitory Accommodations
Advisory Commitice to help develop a
permil process for fulre occurrences,
The commitiee represented an array of
interests, from residents to church repre-
sentatives.

Based on recommendations by the
comnmittee, regulations were adopled
Inst December for temporary encamp-
ments such as music festivals and car
and motorcycle rallies, as well as tem-
porary homeless sheliers.

On  Jupe 5, Bothell's First
Evangelicnl Lutheran Church put the

* permilting process to the test for the first

time by submitting an application to
host Tent City 4 in August. The city has
declared the application complete, and o
21-day comment period is in effect until
July 19. Conununity Development
Director Bill Wisclogle will decide
whether to grant the application based

on advisement from residents, ciry oﬂ'l- :

cials and the police chief.

Tent City 4 is cumently in
Woodinville at Northshore United
Church of Christ. A court battle ensued
after the Woodinville City Council re-
Jjeeted the church’s request to host the
nomadic homeless  shelter.  State
Appeals Court Commissioner Mary S,
Neel reversed a decision by a King
County Superior Court judge that would
have forced the camp to vacate
Northshore United’s property. With

Neel's decision, it is likely that the camp
will remain at First United until Aug.
12

The next stop for Tent City 4 is
scheduled  for  Bothell's  First
Evangelical Lutheran Church on 183rd
Street. A tour of the Woodinville site re-
vealed what Bothell residents enn expect
if First Evangelical’s permit is granted,

The people of Tent City 4

The tour started at the smm'ly gate,
whese residents mmst check in before
:nlcnug and exiting the camp. It ended
with n visit to the food line, where baked
potatoes were served with chili, cheese,
diced chicken and the works.

While visitors were speaking with
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* ONTHE COVER: Tent City, cumently lo- *
cated in Woodinville, could be coming to
gnlhell in August. Phato by Katherine

anter.
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Pastor Pnul Foreman and
Church Moderator Jim Albers in
the food tent, a woman ap-
proached. As they continued 10
talk, she stood looking without
saying a word and then disap-
peared outside the tent. She re-

_peated this process several

times, ns though apprehensive
about disrupting the conversa-
tion. She wore clean, casual
clothes. Nothing fancy, nothing
filthy.

At one point, the woman
reappeared with two cans of
Pepsi, which she offered. Her
hands trembled as though she
were abont to give the first
specch of her life. It appeared
that she was a resident of the
camp and, judging from her
shaking hands, perhaps a recov-
ering alcoholic. As it ended up,
Geanie MaocDonald, or “The
Garage Sale Lady™ as she has
come to be known at the camp,
is neither a recovering alcoholic
nor a camp resident, but a
Woodinville hameowner and

_special-education instructor at

Leota Junier High.

“I'm just shy, period,” said
MaucDonald. "I'm surprised I
even get out of my car bere with
nll these people around.”

MacDonald mustered the
courage to talk because she had
something to get off her chest.

1 just want everyone: to
know that there’s a woman who

works with children and bhas -

children of her own, who lives
next to the camp, and hias found
no better way to spend my
summer than with these (Tent
City residents),” she snid. “1
haven't met anyone I wouldn't
introduce to my family, I've
brought my kids here, and the
residents have beea in my
home.”

MacDonald got her nick-
name because of a penchant for
garnge sales. She stops by the
camp frequently to see if any of
the residents want her to keep an
cye out for n deal.

On the day of this visit,
MaucDonald was looking for
someone to fix her car. She's
asked residents for belp with
other projects, like stacking firc-
wood for her husband, who has
n bad hip.

“I don't know who's gonen
more out of this relationship, the
residents or me,” she said.

As MacDonald understands
it, there is a thin line that exists
between being homeless and
being 0 homeowner, It's the
same line that appeared blumry
when MacDonald  first ap-
proached in the food tent.

“If something happened to
my husband, where would 1
207" she asked. “I'm very lucky
because [ have n supportive
fomily in the area, but other

Geania' MacDonald, a neighbor of Northshore Uni
is located, often hires residents to do work for her.

that will help her fix her car.

people don't”

Such is the case with Tent
City resident Mohria Chocholn.
“Something” didn’t happen 1o
her husband; many things did.

Mohrin's husband, Alan,
worked for years ns a 9-1-1 dis-
patcher, a security guard and a
volunteer for King County
Search and Rescue. He also
wortked at The Boeing Co. for
21 years.

Mohrin said he can't work

now because of a series of
health problems, including 2 bad
hip, a heart attack znd a condi-
tion known as pancreatits,
which, in Alan’s case, was
caused from tking medications
for asthma and his heart condi-
tion,

“We have a 3-year-old
dnughter. When Alan “can't
wark, the burden of supporting
the family rests on my shoul-
ders," said Mohrin, *We're not

ted Church of Christ, where Tent City 4
On this day she is seeking somebody

able to support the family on my
income.”

Alan's relatives have refused
to help, and Mohra®s live in
Arsizona, leaving the family
homeless. Rather than brave the
streets, the Chocholas moved
into Tent City two months ago,
and their daughter was placed in
foster care while the two save
money for n place to live,
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96

|

RE/MAX Northwest Realtors
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Tent City is commonly thought
of as a bastion for the chronically
bomeless — panhandlers, drug ad-
dicts, alcohaolics and the mentally
ill. Tent City advocates, like
Foreman, contend that most camp
residents are employed, either per-
munently or temporerily.

“Sutistics from chronic home-
lessness are used to paint a picture
of the situationally homeless,”
Foreman said.

Rev. Sanford Brown, executive
direetor for tre Church Couneil of
Greater Seattle, points out that 30
percent of homeless people are
‘velerans, 89 percent of which re-
ceived honomble discharges from
the military.

Tem City coordinator and resi-
dent Bruce Thomas refers to the
residents as *the working poor”
Most work in day-labor or jobs
that could evennsally lead 1o per-
manent employment. Some save
maoney in the free sheller and pool
their savings to rent housing with
other residents.

‘Affordable housing

of a canvas nature’

Driving by Tent City 4 in
Woodinville, ' there's a chance
you'll miss it. Its ronghly 65 resi-
dents are situated near a wooded
section of the church's propesty,
and the scene is as quiet as n state-
nun campground.

_ Residents of Tent City agree to

Herd 1o Od
1812 5320 5t

Federal Way, WA 98003
T.{253)528-5505
Additonal restrictions apply; see

a strict code of conduct that pro-
bibits drugs, alcohol, weapons and
any form of harassment or vio-
lence. Offenders are asked to leave,
depending on the severity of their
offense.

Decisions for the camp are
made by a five-member execitive
committes comprised of Tent City
residents. Everyone is required to
altend weekly community meet-
ings and perform at least one task a
day for the camp.

Tent City “litter busters™ patrol
the area surrounding the camp 10
ensure that it is free of refuse.

Far security purposes, there is n
single entry/exit point that is
staffed around the clock. Potential
residents must have valid photo
identification so the King County
Sheriff’s  Office can  check
everyone for outstanding warrmis
and sex-offender status. For these
offenses, police nre notified to de-
terinine an amrest status or method
of escorting the person out of the
amea,

In addition, two security
watkers are on duty at all times to
patrol the bomeless site and adja-
cent neighborhood areas.

“1 have never heard of an inci-
dent of violence in which a
neighbor was ever in physical
danger,” said Brown. *There have
been no incidents of violence in
any of the Tent City camps

Tent City was created by a non-
profit group called
SHARE/AVHEEL, which stands
for Seattle Housing and Resource

579,99 afier $120 instant rebate
and $50 mail-in rebate.
MSRP $249,09
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Effort'Women's Housing Equality
and Enhancernent League. It is in-
tended to provide a safe plice for
the situationally homeless to spend

“the night and keep their belong-

ings. :

Unlike  SHARENWHEEL's
Tent City camps, the avemge
Seattle-style shelter is full of

- chronically homeless people, and

conditions are considered less safe.

“Women constantly express
gratitude for the ability to sleep for
the first time in months at the
camp,” Foreman said. “One man
told me he always had to sleep
with a weapon in the shelters.”

Shelters traditionally have a 7
p-m. curfew, which prevents home-
less people who work Inter shifis
from having a place to stay at
night Tent City, on the other hand,
is open 24 hours.

Tents give the residents privacy
and dignity, a huxury not afforded
by sheltess,

“ like to refer to it as affordable
hovsing of a canvas nature”
Foreman said.

Each night, a hot meal is do-
nated and served by volunteers,
and the food tent is stocked with
goods supplied by Starbucks and
ather charitable corporations.

Residents have access lo public
trmsportation, and bus routes are
determined using a computer lo-
cated in the security tent. Some
residents carpool to work using the
few cam they have, Others use
bikes supplied hy

SHARE/WHEEL.

For sanitary and hygiene pur-
poses, the camp includes a portable.
shower and several portable toilets.
Blankets are cleaned every week
using a service domated by an
Everett laundry service.

Setting a precedent

Before the comment period for
First Evamgelical’s trnsilory ac-
commodations permit even began,
Wisclogle had already reccived
two letiers from residents. One, he
said, came from a supparter. The
othier came from Leigh Brink, who
owns Alexn's Catering in down-
town Bothefl.

In Ler letter, Brink questioned
how displaced parking would af-
fect Jocal businesses, which she
says are alrendy stretched to the
max accommodating the parking
needs of patrons.

“It's like a water balloon,”
Brink said in an interview. "Il we
put one more strain on parking, it'll
burst. Our businesses have grown,
and there’s no parking.”

Represcatatives of the church
have proposed wusing private

“ parking lots to replace the 37

church spaces that would be dis-
placed by the camp,
Bothell Funernl Hoine, Bothell

Community Health Center, Youth

and Family Services and Law
Office Properties of Bothell have
donated n combined 61 spaces to
accommaoxdate the clurch's parking

- needs during Sunday services. In
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addition, 43 spaces have been do-
nated for evening use, according to
church officials.

In its Tent City permit applica-
tion, the church nlso noted that on-
street public parking within 1%
blocks of -the site provides 83

- spaces, During checks Apsl 10-

21, the arca reportedly had 21 1043
spaces occupied at any one time
from the hours of 8 am. to 6 pm.

Brink states that’s misleading
because students and parents were
ot Spring break.

When the dust settles in the
baitle between Woodinville and
Northshore United Church of
Christ, there will still be the matter
of creating regulations to belp the
city deal with transitory housing.

“T hope in maybe two years, we
will have nn ordinance that works
and is fair 50 that these people have
n place to stay where they're safe
and they can get back on their
feet,” Albers said. “Maybe by the
time we're done, we'll clarify
points of law and other cities can
use Woodinville ns an example so
TmlCity4isnm mmudlul'nbig
deal iny more.”

Baning a court battle over 'I‘n:nt
City 4's ight to exist for 90 days at
First  Evangelical Lutheran
Church, the precedent will have
been set in Bothell.

Jashua Adam Hicks can be
reached  at  josh.hicks@
reporterm pers.com  or
(425) 4534613,
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